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REFS: (A) BONN 11064, (B) STATE 196039 

BEGIN SUMMARY: AMBASSADOR HILLENBRAND MET WITH FRG 
DEFENSE MINISTER GEORG LEBER ON SEPTEMBER 19 FOR A TOUR 
D'HORIZON OF VARIOUS DEFENSE ISSUES. ITEMS DISCUSSED 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BONN 14951 01 OF 02 201644Z 

INCLUDED THE NUNN AMENDMENT, FRG ARMS SALES TO GREECE, 
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MBFR, THE UK DEFENSE REVIEW AND FRANCO-GERMAN DEFENSE 
COOPERATION. END SUMMARY 

1. AMBASSADOR HILLENBRAND HAD ONE OF HIS PERIODIC 
MEETINGS WITH FRG DEFENSE MINISTER GEORG LEBER IN THE 
LATTER’S BUNDESTAG OFFICE ON SEPTEMBER 19. LEBER WAS AT 
THE BUNDESTAG FOR THE GOVERNMENT'S PRESENTATION OF ITS 
DRAFT BUDGET. WHEN ASKED BY THE AMBASSADOR WHETHER HE 
WAS SATISFIED WITH THE DEFENSE ALLOCATION, LEBER REPLIED 
AFFIRMATIVELY CITING THE FACT THAT THE DEFENSE PORTION 

IS NOT ONLY GROWING BUT AT A RATE GREATER THAN THE 
INCREASE IN THE OVERALL BUDGET. LEBER NOTED THE DEFENSE 
BUDGET FIGURES DO NOT INCLUDE PERSONNEL COSTS WHICH ARE 
FACTORED IN ELSEWHERE SO THAT. IN EFFECT, THE AMOUNT OF 
MONEY REQUESTED FOR DEFENSE PURPOSES IS TO BE FOUND IN 
MORE THAN ONE APPROPRIATION. 

2. NUNN AMENDMENT. THE AMBASSADOR PRESENTED A COPY OF 
SECTION 302 OF PUBLIC LAW 93-365 (THE NUNN AMENDMENT) TO 
THE DEFENSE MINISTER FOR HIS INFORMATION. LEBER 
INDICATED HE HAD SPOKEN TO SENATOR NUNN WHEN THE SENATOR 
LAST VISITED GERMANY, AND THEREFORE WAS NOT SURPRISED 

BY THE APPROACH TAKEN IN THE AMENDMENT. LEBER INDICATED 
THAT THE PERSONNEL EXCHANGE ENVISIONED WAS VIEWED BY THE 
GERMANS AS STRICTLY AN INTERNAL U.S. AFFAIR. HE NOTED 
THAT GENERAL DAVISON AT USAREUR HAD ALREADY INITIATED A 
PROGRAM OF REDUCING SUPPORT PERSONNEL, AND THAT UNLESS 
HE RECEIVED SOME CREDIT FOR THOSE EARLIER REDUCTIONS THE 
NEED TO FIND ADDITIONAL SUPPORT POSITIONS COULD PRESENT 
DIFFICULTIES. LEBER WAS PLEASED WITH THE CONCEPT THAT 
SUPPORT TROOPS SHOULD BE REPLACED BY COMBAT PERSONNEL 
AND THAT THERE NEED BE NO DIMINUTION OF THE U.S. FORCE 
LEVEL. 

3. FRG ARMS ASSISTANCE TO GREECE. THE AMBASSADOR NOTED 
THAT THE QUESTION RAISED BY MINISTER LEBER LAST JULY 
ABOUT THE U.S. SELLING ARMS TO GREECE IN LIEU OF THE FRG 
NOW SEEMED TO BE A DEAD ISSUE (REF A). LEBER AGREED THAT 
THIS WAS THE CASE. LEBER NOTED THE FRG HAS STOPPED THE 
SALE OR TRANSFER OF ALL MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO BOTH THE 
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GREEKS AND THE TURKS. HE SAID HIS GOVERNMENT PLANS TO 
AWAIT FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS BEFORE CONSIDERATION IS GIVEN 
TO ADDITIONAL ARMS ASSISTANCE TO EITHER COUNTRY. 

4. MBFR. LEBER SAID HE PLANNED TO MEET THAT EVENING 
WITH CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT AND FOREIGN MINISTER GENSCHER 
TO DISCUSS MBFR. HE SAID HE EXPECTED NO DECISIVE 
DECISIONS TO RESULT FROM THE MEETING. HE EMPHASIZED THE 
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FRG WOULD NOT MOVE UNILATERALLY IN ANTICIPATION OF MBFR 
NOR WAS THERE ANY INTERNAL POLITICAL PRESSURE FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT TO ADOPT A "GO-IT-ALONE" POLICY. HE EXPRESSED 
HOPE THAT SOME FORMULA COULD BE FOUND FOR GETTING THE 
TALKS MOVING. HE EXPRESSED A SENSE OF UNEASE AS TO HOW, 

IF THERE IS NO MOVEMENT IN THE MBFR NEGOTIATIONS, THE 
UNITED STATES AND CERTAIN OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WOULD 
REACT. HE CITED THE PRESSURE HIS GOVERNMENT HAD EXERTED 
ON THE DUTCH NOT TO REDUCE THEIR FORCES OUTSIDE THE MBFR 
CONTEXT. LEBER ALSO PROFESSED TO SEE DANGER FOR THE 
ALLIANCE IN MOVING TOWARD THE SOVIET POSITION. 

5. UK DEFENSE REVIEW. IN RESPONDING TO THE 
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AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 
USDEL MBFR VIENNA 
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AMBASSADOR'S QUESTION ABOUT HIS MEETING WITH UK DEFENSE 
MINISTER MASON ON SEPTEMBER 3 AND 4, LEBER NOTED THAT 
MASON COULD NOT INDICATE WITH ANY DEGREE OF CERTAINTY 
WHERE UK TROOP REDUCTIONS, IF ANY, WOULD BE TAKEN. WHILE 
MASON ASSURED LEBER THAT SUCH CUTS WOULD NOT BE TAKEN 
IN THE BAOR, LEBER INDICATED TO THE AMBASSADOR HE WAS 
NOT CONVINCED THAT THIS WOULD BE THE CASE. LEBER 
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EXPRESSED HIS CONCERN SHOULD THE BRITISH DECIDE TO 
MOVE IN THIS DIRECTION. 

6. FRANCO-GERMAN DEFENSE RELATIONSHIP. LEBER INDICATED 
THERE WAS NOTHING NEW TO REPORT IN THE FRANCO-GERMAN 
DEFENSE RELATIONSHIP. HE NOTED THE FRENCH WERE STILL 
REVIEWING DEFENSE MATTERS. LEBER EXPRESSED HIS CONVIC- 
TION THAT GISCARD WANTS A GOOD 

RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNITED STATES. HE BELIEVES THE 
FRENCH ARE SEEKING SOME SORT OF PEG UPON WHICH THEY CAN 
DEVELOP A CLOSER DEFENSE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE OTHER 
ALLIES. LEBER NOTED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT HAS CONTINUED 
TO ENCOURAGE THE FRENCH ALONG THESE LINES. HE SAID THAT 
GISCARD ACCEPTS UNCONDITIONALLY THE IRREPLACEABLE 
SECURITY ROLE OF THE U.S. VIS-A-VIS THE FRG. LEBER 
SAID WE SHOULD NOT EXPECT FRANCE TO REINTEGRATE 
MILITARILY INTO NATO. BUT THE FRENCH ARE LOOKING FOR 
OTHER AREAS IN WHICH TO MOVE. LEBER NOTED THERE IS 
ALWAYS CONSIDERABLE TALK ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF 
FUTURE EUROPEAN DEFENSE COOPERATION. HOWEVER, SUCH 
COOPERATION IS AT A VERY EMBRYONIC STAGE, AND IT IS AN 
EXAGGERATION TO THINK THAT ANYTHING SPECIFIC WILL RESULT 
IN THE NEAR FUTURE IN THIS FIELD. WHEN ASKED BY THE 
AMBASSADOR ABOUT THE DEPLOYMENT OF PLUTON TO THE FRG, 
LEBER INDICATED THAT BOTH GERMAN AND NATO AGREEMENT 
WOULD BE REQUIRED BEFORE THESE WEAPONS COULD BE 
STATIONED ON FRG TERRITORY. LEBER POINTED OUT THAT ON 
THIS AND OTHER DEFENSE MATTERS IT WAS NECESSARY FOR THE 
ALLIANCE TO PROCEED PATIENTLY AND SLOWLY WITH THE FRENCH 
TO ENCOURAGE THEM IN THEIR EFFORTS TOWARD ESTABLISHING 
A CLOSER DEFENSE RELATIONSHIP. 

HILT .F.NBR AND 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SECURITY, MINISTERS (DIPLOMATS), SPEECHES, MILITARY PLANS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 SEP 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974BONN14951 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740265-0022 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740929/aaaaaygt.tel 

Line Count: 222 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 5 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: (A) BONN 11064, (B) STATE 196039 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 MAR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 MAR 2002 by elyme>; APPROVED <21 MAY 2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MEETING WITH FRG DEFENSE MINISTER LEBER 
TAGS: MASS, PARM, PFOR, FR, GE, MBFR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



